From: Kathleen Hallihan 
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2008 8:34 AM
To: 'YANA HASHAMOVA'
Cc: Kathleen Hallihan; 'Christopher Highley'; 'Julia Watson'
Subject: Feedback on Russian Major Revision Proposal
Dear Professor Hashamova,

Please find below the notes regarding the Russian Major Proposal as discussed in the Humanities Curriculum Committee on 5/9/08.  Below those notes are individual notes regarding the course proposals included with the larger proposal.

1. Russian Major Revision 

a. Please place summary point G. in a more prominent place and please further clarify the summary of the changes in the form of an executive summary/overview of proposed changes (i.e. add hours, two tracks, etc.) 

b. In this summary, please provide rationale of need for increase in hours. 

c. Requesting increase of 45-50 hours, which is in line with other majors. One justification for the increase is that currently students were only graduating with language and one capstone, so this addition to the language track would add breadth to this track. 

d. Expound on comparison with other language departments, perhaps adding comparably difficult languages such as Arabic and Chinese, as well as benchmark Russian programs. i.e. How many credits are required generally for a major in the languages? Is 70-75 too many?  Does this work against enrollments?  Is that what Ohio State generally does? A statement that this is congruent with other majors would be helpful. 

e. Proposing to divide old major into 2 tracks (language; lit, culture, and film) 

f. Requesting numerous course changes in courses and 5 new course requests.  Please create a tabular representation / listing of the requested curricular changes and put toward front of proposal. Suggestion: A listing  of old/new course numbers, nature of changes, and which courses are /not in Russian 

g. Further clarification: Will all readings be in Russian? The language courses will be in Russian, but several of the lit courses are in English. Non-language track: seems to aim for maximum flexibility.  Is there attention to historical distribution?  Does this distribution suffer at the expense of flexibility? Do other lit majors have a historical distribution?  The 520s and 600-level courses seem to focus on 19th century.  Suggestion to consider the possibility of structured distribution and/or provide rationale for why this is so. 

h. Honors thesis is 5 credits.  Is this per quarter?  Is this repeatable?  Is this a continuous project or could it bridge several areas of concentration?  Please clarify the nature of the Honors Thesis. 

i. Is Russian 657 cross-listed with the recently approved WS 657?  Please note in proposal. 

j. Section II.A.3 does not seem logical:  How can the act of adding new objectives to an assessment plan be an objective in the rationale to change a major? This is a result, not a rationale or impetus for change. Suggestion to remove from this section and place in an assessment plan section. 

k. Pre-req for either track is Medieval Moscow (CMRS) If they are bringing in classes outside the department why only this one?  Do they lack a medievalist? Would other Russian history courses be applicable? 

l. Slavic 360 – request concurrence from Film Studies 

m. Slavic H584 – Should this be a comp. Studies course? Contact Merijn in Honors. Course sent to Honors 5/15/08. 

n. II. G. 4. delete “etc.” and put into table mentioned above. 

1) Course Change Request (CCR) 135 / 230: Needs Boilerplate GEC Expected Learning Outcomes 2008 for category in syllabus and on syllabus p.3 there is no “university” policy on attendance – remove this word?  Is it perhaps a “departmental” policy?

2) Slavic 360 New Course request (NCR) Needs GEC Components rationale and course assessment plan (draft GEC submission guidelines attached), please add GEC Learning Objectives Language to syllabus. Please fix typos in syllabus

3) 405.01 / 401.01 CCR      Needs Academic Misconduct and Disability statements

4) 405.51 / 401.51 CCR      Needs Academic Misconduct and Disability statements

5) 407.01 / 402.01 CCR      Needs Academic Misconduct and Disability statements and a weekly topic schedule outline

6) 407.51 / 402 51 CCR      Needs Academic Misconduct and Disability statements

7) Rationale for Russian 580, 581 and 582 please fix typo in 4th paragraph: “This materials”

8) 580.51, 581.51 and 582,51 need Academic Misconduct and Disability statements

9) 560/501 CCR Syllabus: “Home Text”? unclear – is this main text? Perhaps use author or abbreviated title; expand on assignment components and criteria of “debate, composition, and participation”

10) 561/502 CCR - expand on assignment components and criteria of “debate, composition, and participation”

11) 562 / 503 CCR Needs clarification on which language is required for which assignments since main text seems to be in English.  Needs academic misconduct and disability statements.

12) 609/601 and 610/602 CCRs Needs academic misconduct and disability statements.
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